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Ge TYou :iﬂ! thot in this position up there there appesred to ba no cover
for troops, and that thorefore this ome hundred mem could ot sucesssfully
meXe any resistence ngainst thnt nusber of Indfans?

A. Comparatively nome, I said.
Cuastions by imj. Reno.

Ge <tate what, in your judgment, was the lencth of time that s column of the

slze thet Cen. Custer bad the place where it wae, end sorrounded smd
attacked as it was, laasted,

4e The estimetes of tho nusber of Indismns renge 8o widely that my mewer
would depend somewhet upon which estimate I took %0 snswer the question.

¢o Teke thet numbor of Indiens whied, upen exeminstion, hes recomsended it=

;clf to your mind as more likely representing the size of the hostile
oTCE,

Le I should suppoee thet thare were sbouwt two thousand five hundred Indians
thers from ths best opinion I gould form from the various sceounte, snd I
hardly feel cualified to saswer s question of thet sors, but I should think
it would take but o very few minutes %o dispose of hie commmnd - twenty
or thirty, somevhere from thirty minutes to three-quarSere of an hour,
supposing that bs hed two hundred men,

The witnese then retired.

Lieut, L. ®, Hare, 7th Cavelry, e witness cslled by the Recorder and
being first duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth snd nothing but
the truth, testified ss follows:

Cuestions by the Hecorder.
"« lUtste your name, reank, regiment, snd where serving?

A, My neme is L. A, Hare; I em first lisutenant of the 7th United States
Cavslry serving st Fort A, Lincoln.

Ge  Gtute whet duty you were on the £0th emd ZCth of Jume, 1876; where amd with
vhat command?

A. I wes serving =ith the 7th esvalry. I wes on duty with the scouls under
lieut, Vernum., Lieut, Col. O, A, Custer was in camsand of the 7th cavelry.

2. ¥as ¥aj. Heno with thet commmnd, and if 80 1in what capacity?

te He was with the commend in the espacity of Hajor of the regiment, second
in pank to Gen. Custer.

%e UOtate whether or 2ot Maj. Reso had command of & seperate eolumn on the
25%h «nd £6th of June, 1876,

A, Yo hed gommand of = bettalion of three companies a portion of the time,

Ze U4¢ thet column push ahead of Cen. Custer's colummn? If so stete by woee
order and the oircumstsnces that gave rise to the order,
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Cols Reno's battolion went shead of Uen, Custer's sbout five miles from

m: Col. feno erossed the Little Big Horm. It was dome by Gen. Custer's

Ltate what gﬂi rice to that order.

&y attention had been called to some Indiane shesd by our seouts - end I
spoke to Uen. Custer sbout 1%, He told me to teke the Indisn seouts and go
shead and he would follow. The Indisns refused to go end he ordered them
dismounted, and turned sround to AdJ. Cook snd told him as the Indians
would not go aheed to order Ngj. Memo with his battalion shesd.

L¢ste whother thic was mear the Indisn tepee on that bank of the river,

It was within one hundred yards of this tepee end sbout five miles from
the river.

“hat 4id Ssje feno and his commnd do om receipt of ths order?

They sturted ahbead immedintely et an incressed gait, It mas a fast trot.
How long wes the comssnd in remching the river? -
Twenty or teeniy~five minutes.

G¢nte what the commend 444 upon srriving at the river, ¥as there any halt
or stoppage of the hasad of the colum?

Ihere was & halt of the head o the columm, sbd some of the sen were weter-
ing their horses when I passed thems I wos delayed sometime and did not
pass them till I recched the ford, Whem I resched there some of the men
were watoring end some wore haltad.

‘here wee it thet you first saw any body of mounted Infisns or werriors?

From the top of & little knoll sbous two hundred yards from thie tepee.

1 ssw forty or fifty Indisns on a rise betweeu us and the Little BDig Horm.
They had evidently discovered us, for they disappesred right eway. Fhen
1 cume down %o the ford 1 saw Maj. Heno on the right benk. I merely
glanced st him., He wae stending there.

After crossing the river siste whathsr you saw any hostile Imdisns; if so,
when snd whet they were doing mnd is what pusber.

1 erossed ths stream snd roje out %2 the edge of the timber. lcmld
see same Indisns driving in some ponies down stresa end to ay Joft. 1
was st the edge of the timber long emough to fix ny seddle-blsnket, and
when I mounted the heed of the column was coming out of the edge of the
timber. 1 rode off three of four hunired ysrds in front of the © lumm
and %0 the left, and shortly =fier the commend left the edge of the
timber sxd forued in calumn by bugleecell = that is, 1 heerd & bugle-eall
or » trumpet-eall, The commend moved down the valley %0 withic a short
iistanee of the timber and it wae thore diamounted cnd o skirmish line
was thrown oute Up to the time the cammnd wes dismounted there weres
srobably firty or more Indisne riding uv and down in front ené firing.
As soon as the skirmish line was dismounted four or five hundred Indizns
came out of & coolsy which was about four hundéred yarde in front of us.
Those Indisns moved down to the leoft and rear.
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How far were you shead of th
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I could see the top of the
saw probably 400 or 300 t W:“utthump.n of the village. I

éhat poeition did you have in reference te,t& line.

A 1ittle in front and probably 200 yards to the left nesr the foot-hills.

~tate whether during the time you were coming down the valley ssy Indians
were moving out towards Maj. “eno's command that you saw,

They wers riding their ponies sround in front stiring up s dust, sné there
was a big dust in the village.

;::t::;r Indisns appesr to be advancing towards him before the commend

They would ride up and back agsin - dback and forth,

%ag his movement down the bottm opposed by eny Indiems. Yere there any
Indians between him end the point where the commsnd was deployed.

If there were any they were very fow,

fhen the comsand hslted how near were the Indismns to the positiom you
were in.

ot over 300 yarde - probably not over 200,

¥hat wes the nsture of the fir: when the commend halted; from how many
Indians end how near.

ig fast ae thoy cama out of the cooley they opemed fire on the cammend from
their horses. They would ride eround snd fire as they went.

Hiding eround vhere.

To the laft; they would go out ia the foot-hills and ccme dowm again.
s that the primeipsl move the Indlens sppesred to be making.

Yen sire

044 any lsrge body of Indisns resein in fromt of the line,

Yap eir; during the time we were iz the bottom there wore always Indiens
in front - thet is down streasm,

How far were the Indiens and in vhet numbers thet engsged Maj. Heno's
line thst was i- position in the bottom there.

There ware Gifferant nusbers. They kept rumning sbout all the time chang-
ing position, I eetimmte thot thers were 200 Indians is his fromt con-

stantly - probebly more.
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Qe GO om and deseride all that occurred within your remge, in reference %0 |
the disposition of the troops, the orders ziven by Maj. Heno, the move= wul

ments of the Indians, up to and including the time the command left the 4
tizher or woods,.

Ae 1 018 not hear Maj. Heno give sny order while I was in the bottom. The
Indiens worked around to our reer, snd the first I knew that we were goimg
to leave there my men eeme to mb with =y horse and told me they were
leaving. The left of the skimmish line wes thrown back = I don't know
by what taotical movement it wus executed; but the laft of the line was

thrown back to the vieinity of the timber.
U, ¥"hare d4id you go then?

A, I steid in ome place. I esat down on the right of the line mear the adge
of the timber, where I first osme in, snd 1 was there during the entire
times I hed no command, The Indiene hed sll left me, and I sst there,
firing an occasionsl shot whex I got o chanced -

Co Otate If you were &s nesr or nearer to the Indiens then the troops
generally.

A. Frobably s little neerer,

Ce State if you bad as good o view from your position as the others had.

A« Ho I would not have ns £00d a view us the troope farther out on the line.
Ce 4After thoy swept into the timber how then.

L, I would have as £ood a view as anybody,

(e Ltate what notice you had, if any, that the commsnd was going to leave the
timber, or how you happened t0 20.

A, My man, leading my horse, ceme to me end seid the cosmmend was leaving,
That was all the notice I had of it.

0. What would have been the result if yur man had not come to you with that
intelligence &' that time; would you have joined the commend or been
left in the timber,

Ae I should probably heve been left in the timber.
Ge “ho was thet mane
Le Private Clere of Coe "i". Ho wns killed,

G, "hile Haj. Heno's command was at Or mear the timber before you left, how
near did the Indisns spproech it snd in what pucbors. 1 mean i saything
like a bedy or force. .

Ae They covered the ground from sbout 200 to 250 yerde and to the foot-hills
in front snd to the left., They wore seanttered all over ss Iniians Geually .

ETGe

(e ¥ram your position, heving the mesns of knowing what wes going om, what
would you estimets es th- svers;e nusber of Indiens that engeged ¥mfs
Reno's command there. :
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ie They would fire and ride sround end fire sgain.

Qe Whet do you estimste the aversge number firing.

Ae It would be s very loose gusss. If one foursh of them fired constently

then 1 would say 250 were firing ell the time becsuse I would there
were 1000 Indians there. o

(e ¥hat was the chapacter of the firing; did it coms from 100 at 2 time
or only fros a part of that number.

A, Only from m part,
., How many,.
A, 1 would say about £00,

Ce ©otate 1f you sew Yaj. Feno any time after the commend was halted mnd
before it retreated snd what orders 444 he give if anye

ie I only sew him onee moving down $he line sbout 50 yards off. I heanrd
him give no orders. He was then dismounted,

~. From the time the command wes firet halted and deployed as skirmishers
how long wes 1% till the comsend left the $imbar on the retrsat.

4. Between 30 snd 40 minutes.

. @Go on end deseribe what you saw of the movements of the command on the
retroat, from the time it left the timber $ill it got %0 the erossing of
the river, itate everythi g you saw snd hesrd, and svery eircumstance
connected with it that was brought t0 your knowlefge.

i, 9hen I rode on to the bench the three companies were individuslly to-
gether = wall closed up. The compenies seemed to be moving indepandent
of esagh other., They rformed the three angles of s triangle, A company on
one side, U compeny on ancther, snd M company on tha other, and they were
going ot o fsst gallop when 1 Tirst sow them, and I thought at Tirst it
wes 8 cherge; dut after ] had gone some fifteen or twenty yards I saw
they were msking for the bluff, Om the other side I caught up =ith then
at tho crcesing. There was considersbls disturbsnce and confusion thare,
and for thet resson I went below end jumped =y horse into the stream off
a bamk shout six or eight feet high.

Q. Ctate whet the hostile Indisns were doing during that retrest, On which
eida 414 they eppronch the troops if st all.

2e 1 kmew of mone boing on the laft flank. They were scattered along on the
right flenk, from 50 to 100 yards sway.

"« Ctate whether any troops covered thet retreat, if so whet troops s=d by
whoee order. ; :

Ae 1 don't imow of sny.
Ce utlmynpmrtuutnthtmtrriusoh»thxulmmn _

te 1 saw no efforte of that kind,
Yol. 1, pe272 R -
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igs there any affort made at the river to keep the Indisns bsck or wes
it avery ome get over as soon as possible,

There were no troops covering the eroseing that I saw,

there were the hostile Indisns st the time the troops . ero.
what wers they doing. - -

There wers Indians on the right flank from 75 to 100 yards of? firing into
the command as it erossed.

“ge their fire returned :hn by any tmops ot all.

I dnl;'t remeuber that 1t wes.

ir it had been would you not have noticed it. :
1 would,

“tute I any lege foree of Indiane pursuved the troope to the river, if
80 in what numbers,

They were scattersd sll along from the timber to the river., 1

those in the rear, as 200n =8 the command got away, would follow it up,
but after 1 got on the hill I looked back and thers were not & great meny
Indians in the bottaom, 3

fhut becsme of the great mam of the force.

After we got on the hill probebly 100 remeined mbout there until after
Capt. Benteen came up.

S¢ate how that movement from the timber to the river impressed you at the
time - as & cherge, n retreat or & Mmn.

I 414 not think it wes 2 rum, but it was s pratiy fast retreat,

low state whether any trumpet or bugle ealls were saunded in the timber
after the troops took position there, before the commené laft the Hmbder.

I 41@ not hear eny.
“as uny sounded to warn the commend whet the movement was %o be.

If there was 1 444 not hesr it.
If there had been were you in & poaition %o heer it.

1 think I should have heard it.

Usseribe the movement of the command from the erossing to the hill top.
Gtate if you sew MeJ. Heno ond whet he wae g¢oings Yhat arders or ins~
tructions 414 he give et that time.

Ididmtgctuptunntmwnorthmhdmwmm. When
I got ther. Capt. Moylen was completing the skirmieh line. Waj. Remo
was standing thore: I heard him give no orders but Ipo was standing there
shere he could supervise the formetiom. :
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Ge ¥as there an engegensnt going on at the time or had it stopped.

be There were & fov shots heing fired from the Indians on the right benk,
They killed 3 or 4 men near there.

G. Were they killed going from the eroseing to the M1l top or after they
got on the hill top. |

4, Our eontraet surgeon wae killed near the top of the hill, The man I hsd
with me was killed near the elge of the river.

"¢ There did the fire come from,
A+ Ths Indians on the bhm. on the right bank of the river.

Ce ¥“hat was the condition of the camend at the time it resched tha top of
the hill; shether demorslized end disheartened, or the reverse?

A. Uell, the command was necesearily sesttered, but I don't think it was
demoralized, from the very prompt way in which they reallied anéd formed,
Before 1 got %o the top of the hill I heard Lieut, Varmum celling to the
men t0 halt, anéd when I got sher- Capt. Hoylan wes forming his skirmish
line, I didn't hear Kai. Reno say snything.

2« ¥hat would have bdeen the affect on Maj. ‘eno's commmnd, hsd the Indisme
to the number of s Shousand followed it to the hill-top?

" A. I think they would have got them all, if they hed steid long snmoughs I
don't think thay could have got them sll, though, before Col. Benteen got
Ule

G« Do you think a commend of seventy-five men was in e condition 1o have
resisted all theee Indians until Col. Benteen cnne up?

te Yos, sir; 1 do. They could have got smmunition out of their saddle-
pocketa.

0. Was Or was not that commsnd in view of its condition snd lossos less
able to protect itself thers than in the timber it had loft?

4, No, sir, The position on the hill was a much beSter position then the
position in the iimber, .

Ge Then with s loss of sbout 30 men going eeross the bottom, you thinmk the
command wes in & dettor condition them 10 resist the sttack of 1000

Infians then it sould have been in the timber without the loss of those =em.
< v

4e 1 think the difference in the position would more then compensste for the
difference in the number of nen, :

Ge I am not ssking with reforsnce to Cepte Benteen's comumnd but that particu-
ler commné of Mej. Henos

As Yo sir, Thet is my opiniom.

Ce How long, in your opinion, with the assunition Maj. Ruoﬁ commend then
had, could it have kept the Indians off in the timber,

As 1 they had cherged on him the commend eould not have stood it but a few
minutes, but Indisns dom't do that, I think we could have stood them off
about 30 minutes by using the ammmition judiclously.
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Ae If it had Deen given the offic
Sihe Saar. 10 -y ers usually give commands I should

G, Might not thet glade mistaken for the edge of the timber. How mesr doss
the glade come to the odge of the timder,

i. The fringe of timber around the glade is not very wide - wide emough %o
proteet o man. The place where I went out was 75 or 100 feet.

Qe At the left of %o glade, how neer is 1% to the edge of the timber,

A It fe right eloes. The horses were drawm up at the edge of the timber
focing the glade.

Qe For all you know thut may have been the formetion of the commnd to leave
the timber.

A, Certainly, I don't know the ordors or what had been dome. They were
standing there,

2. You saw how many men.

As It looked to me as 1 glanoed at it, end it does today, liks a company -
probably 350 men.

Qs P44 you see any officsr thare.

A. I did not notice any except Maj. Henos

Q. ©21d you hear sny order given sfter the volley was fired,

Ae The ﬂu- to d¢ismount wes given as the volley wes fired.

Q. Then what order, '

ke To mount; that was the last I heard.

Q. How long after that till you got into the plainm,

4. T went right out; I 41d not run but I urged ny horse along. 1 was nat
afraid but I should pget through the timber all right. ¥hen I got out
the troops wers running es fast ee they could,

Cuestion by Maj. Feno.

G Two ondere were given by N¥aj. Remo during the time you sew him - Dismount
and Hount. g

Ay, Yes sir.
The witness then retired.
The exeminstion of Lt. Have was then resumsd by the Recorder s follows:

Qe About mﬂrrﬂ-wwttthm“lxnddmmy left
the timber. g
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Ae I dom't know.
Q. Did you bear the firing of the men,

A. The firing vas continusus from the time they dismounted till they loft
the bottom, and they probedly axpanded sbout 40 vounds per mal.

Qe Of those engaged do you mesn, or all.
i, 1 refer to the men ongaged on the skiraish lines

G Now with a cool snd judieious expesiiture of the remsinder of the emwni-
tion stete how much longer they could have remsined ir the tisber before it
would become necessary to retire on sceount of the want of emmunition,
Tete into consideration the smount of samunition the command hed when it
went Int%o sotion and how much had been expended.

ie By using the ammumnition judicioualy it would probebly last an hour longer
though that would depend & great deal upon the sotion of the Indians, .

Ge Ir the Indians had come very much nesrer end the ammunition had been used
judieiously it would doubtlese have dissbled meny of them, '

¢
Ae I judge 1t would,

G+ How long wes it after Maj, Reno's commsnd got on the hill b efore it wes
joined by Capt. Benteen's columm, :

As I think it was adaut fifteen minutes.

%e FHad all tha men gotto the top of the hill whem you got there.
A+« 1 think they were sll there. |
L L-uyﬁumthmcommthn hill as munt Upe

Ae 1 saw seversl shead of me,

8, Ctate how long it was frosm the time iaj. Remo left Geal. Custer st the
teapes till Maj. Peno and Capte Senteen Jwumited their forces on the hill.

ie Adout an hour and a half,

Q. After reaching the top of the hill whet orders Af any d1d Maj. Reno give
you at the time, =otate sll thet you sew end heard with reference to Naj.
Teno's comsend until the close of that dey,

A. kg soon ms we were joined by Capt. Benteen's colusm Haj. Femo sent for
© me and told me to go end find out where the psok trein was, and get it uwp
as soon es possidle. I went baeck about & mils end @ half met the pack
train end told them to hurry up as soon =& possidble and cut out the smwuni-
tion es soon ag poseible and send it ahead. I cume back sheag of the
peck troin. Shen I reported to Haj. Heno he told me to g Capte
Veir who had while I was gons for ths peck treinm to open cammumiestion
with Genl. Custer and he would follow as soon as the pack trein eme Uy
After I dekivered the order %o Capt. Welr I returned to the comman® and
met it coming down streem, 1 suppose the command moved sbout & mile domm
stream when they got t0 & high hill, the higheet polnt around there,
the Indisns returned and sttacked them. lajor Jeno seid that position
would not do to meke his fight on and he seloeted e polnt further up on
the bluff and or<ered Cart., Feir's end Captein ‘rench's compeny %0 cover
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the retreat back $o that point. Re covered the retrest within a few
hundred yerds of the line when Captein Godfrey's compsny was dismounted,
When 1 came buck I came baek with Captain Godfrey's Company. Fis Company
was put in poeition on the down stresm side sné I guproee the others were
on the other side. The command was placed in an eliptieal form with the
horses corralled in the centre. Ihere was very littls firing in the
commend thet night on the line I wee on the men were lying down im position
lying there and tsking the fire of the Indians.

How long 414 it take ymtec go baek after the psek train end _lltloi.
How long were you gone?

1 wes gone robedly 70 minutes.
744 you see the amsunition pecks come wpe

Ko I got back before sny of the pscks cs=me up. 1 rode to the psek trein
and beek as fast as 1 could,

State how long it was safter Capt, Banteen's dommsnd eame up snd united
with HajJe Hono before the movesent ems made that you speak of down stresm
in the direction that Genersl CusSer was supposed to be.

I wes not with the command =hen it started.

Uive youwr judgment of the time besing it on the time you were gone down
there.

It.ua fully three-fourths of an hour,

state 1f you kuow what evidences there were thet Geml. Custer's coluwmn
had gons in that direction, thet you should receive orders to go and tsll
Cap taip Wier to open communication with him. -

The supposition was that Genl. Custer would support Msj, Remo by follow-
ing him up. Heo knew that ho ha¢ not dome thet., Thers was plenty of time
for him to follow ¥aj. feno, and everybody #upppsed that he would attsck
the villages somevhare if he did not follow up he would attuck it somewhwr s
else and thet wee the only other way he had of golng to the villsge and

in sddition %0 thet I heard firing down there.

Mtbo the firing: ¥vhen it was, whore you were when you hsard 1% and
how long 1t lested snd all you know about i%. '

It wes just after Cept. Benteen come uwp with his command, My sttention wes
called to 1% by Captsin Godfrey, He =sked if I heard thet volley, I ssid
yos 1 hesrd two distinet volleys that wea just before I sterted for the
peck train, : _

¥hat impression d¢id it meke on your mind st the time or on the mind of
the commend es fur as you observed. -

1 thought he wes heving « very warz time,

I wish you to state whether or not a genersl movement could heve been vade
in the direetion General Custer wes supposed to be immediately after She
arrivel of Cept, Benteen's coluwm.

They could have left but they wanted the pack train upe



Qe Do you know how many men Captein MoDougsll had with the pack treism.

Ae o had about 45 men of his own and 6 nmen
to I don't know about the others, e Gt A

Qe id he not have & non-comulesioned officer and 6 men.

A, No, sir. A non-commissionsd officer snd § men. more
from the other compenies, S

Qe How d1d his forece compare =ith the force Yaj. Heno hed when he Iﬁt into
the bottom, |

Ay I empeet Capte Nebougsall had about 120 men perhaps not over & hundred. I
don't know how aeny he did have,

Qs How mmy wounded men weére on the hill thers at that time.
fe I don't know,

G. Fers there any wounded brought up cut of the bottmm.

Ae I saw wounded men on the hill side.

¢, ifter Maj. Feno got on the hill did they follow him up or 4id they appear
to abandon the attack on him.

Ae 1 only saw three or foaur when 1 got on the hill when I firet got up there
Cs Otmte if you know where the colwmn was Surned back moving down streem in .
the direction of Cept. Weir - Fhether on account of its being engaged

with Indisns or for some other purposs.

A, They could see the Indians coming from down streem in great nusbers, and
I heard Haj., Hemo say he did not think that e good position to make &
stend, it was very evident we would have to fight for it.

Qe Otete if you cem where Maj. Heno went st the time that movement was mede -
@1d he go to the position Cept. Weir occupied.

A, EHo was going to that highest point when I went eway.
Q. %as that the point that Capt. Weir occupled.

As No., He went to the »ight of i%, there are two divides Capt. Felir went to
the one 0 the right and kaj. Reno went o the one on the left a little
further down stream. .

G. Deseribe there relative positions in respect to the river.

The witness indiested on the map by the figure 5 the position ocoupled
by Maj. Remo and by the figure 6 thet occupied by Cepte Feir,
C. Which was the most sdvanced position.

L« They were about perpendicular from the river, Ni Capt. ¥Weir hsd to go bgek
utumtranMnhmumutumunmwlv
¥aj. Hemo.
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How 414 he join'laj. Reno's command?
He came back and headed off a little Cooley.

Did he come bsck and foin ¥a J,Reno’s colums on the hill marked 59
Yos sire .

State whether or not it was generslly belisved by Maj. Heno's commsnd
or by yourself that Gensral Custer would send ¥aj. Reno's comsand to
attack the Indisns end he himeelf resain ocut of it.

Ihyere wae noO such expsetetion or belief.

dtate whether %0 your knowledge or belief any orders, sdvices =ere recoived
by Yaj. Reno that Cemersl Custer would not support him in his sttacks

1 don't know enything sdout 1% there was nothing of that kind to ay
knowledge, :

Stats whather or not an attack on the flank by Genl. Custer's column would
have been supporting Mej. Reno's ettack? :

That is altogether owing to the disposition the Indisng made. As it was
it was not a support it did not amount to snything.

How do you arrive st that concluaion,
The results of the battle show it.

Do you know just where GCenersl Custer attacked with reference to shere
Haj. Reno attacked.

1 do not,

£tste what othor order thas those you epeak of were given by Naj, Reno in
rofersnees $0 the movement down the right bank of the stream in the
§1mm Cepts Welr had tzken,

1 w8 not there when the commnd moved and 4id not hesr any other orders
except the commend to move backs

D42 the rest of tha eommnd rench the Indians there.

Capt. Weir snd Capt. French were the only ones who engsged the Indlens
t11) withis 3 or 4 hundred ;ards of the Tinel stand. Then Cepte. Godfrey

engsged tham,

How long was it sfter the command got back before the genersl sttack on
ths part of the Indians began thst sftomnoon.

Right eway,
Hed the firing been going on before that.

Yee sir Capt, Godfrey held them in eheeck until the rest of the ocommend
#0% into position.

How long = time intorvened after Cspte. Yelr left to go to that point $ill
the general engagemont began. '



Ae 1t was about an hour and a half.

Qe State after the command had teken position after the sdvance that afternoon

what officer if any gave general directione and seemed prectically to be
in command, and what was he doing if snything?

A. The commend was all in position and there were no orders given there was
o necess ity for any.

Qe Who put the cammend in position.
A 1 &on't kmow,
Ce Who selected the position.

4. I hesrd Capt. Benteen say to 3aj. Heno that he thought thet the best
position to make & stend and Maj. Heno snswered that he thought so $00.

Qe After that commend wes in position were there not offi cers utting nem in
position and meking preparcstions to resist the sttack,

A. 1 saw Cept, Welr, wheon Capt. Godfrey first got in disposing men behind e
ridge and Capt. Godfrey wss sround there putting his men in position.

L., Hed the firing begun,

A, Yes sir,

Ge Where wes Haj. fleno at thet time.

he I ii:'t- think I sav him there.

Q. About that time where did you see him,
. Ho ms on the left of Cepte Weir's compeny when I ssw him,
Ge ‘Vhat was he doinge

fi. Not snything.

Qe ¥hat wes he doing.

Ae Lying down.

. Behind anythirg.

A, Ho sir, there was not anything exespt = ridge.

0. fas thet time you saw Maj. Remo ss you bevoe described sbout the time you
saw the officers getting the =en into position,

A+« No it wes sams time after.

G D44 you see Maj. Reno during the time those offiesrs were putting the men
into poeition es ywu have stated.

4 1 do not remember.

Ge W¥hers 414 you next see Kaj. Heno snd what wes he dolng them.

285
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The next morning early right

afte
or the line. r reveille he was meking some dimu}.

“id you see him detresn the time you k
e A s you speak of and ths afternoon of the

I 414 not,

ihere were you,

1 wms asleep,

During the entire night,.

Yer sir, I slert all night t1ll reveills.

Vo baeck tO the timber end give & desoription of the timber with reference
to the strean plain snd hostils villege.

There was very little large timber there it was mostly underbrush ths

basin or park was sbout 200 yarde wide, and on the north benk four or fiw .
bunfired yards long where it runs i{nto the river. There 18 & cut bank dom
stream and there i{a ¢ bend on the other zide continuing to where the river
makes this cut bank, in Shis there is a little park conts ining about ten
scros of grounds,

Take this veesnt mt on the map and see if it would answer the description
in your mind of the plsce mentioned,

Hoe It is sll covered with underbrush. There may be & 1little grede I
didn's kvow,

Deseribe the bdeneh srcund the plain whether it extends from the river below
to the river above or how near it comee %0 1%,

The bench runs rizht into the river dosn streame Up stresm 1 don't know
how it was, 1I'm not certain,

Upes the timber widen below thare or doss it narrow into the river.
It must narrow in tduda the river,

¥ith Peference t0 the hostile villsse as known to you then or afterwards
how far was that from there end what view did you have of the village.

e could not ses the village dom on the bottom.

30 up on the bamk. Could you see the villuce from Shere.

You might heve seen the tops of the tepess but I don't thirk you eould.
How far wes it fras the village shere you were.

Probably 600 yards from the first tspee.

How did the villere extend, out towerds the foot=hills or down stresm,
It was right down stresn in the vellay for three or four miles.

State whethar thet position of Naj. leno's cament threatenedfbe villsge.

o It a4, 5&' >
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Gtate whether that position would hold the Indiens front
of him or saround his position. s it 5

1 don't know whet 1t might be, I don't thisk 1% 41d hold the bulk of them

there. I doa’t think there wae ut eny time ome thoussnd Indisns sround
thems

He kept about a thoussnd sround him there.

Yoo sir,

Utate whether or not that timber was temable for defence.

It =az o very good position.

ior aj, eno's command?

Yoo sir a good position for sny commend,

Stete on whet you bese your opinion,

The bench or 24 Teble was five or si: feet shove the level of the perk amd
ren entirely arcund the park and men in behind there were protected

by the edge of the bluff,

Ztate whether or not Capt. Bemtoon with 120 men and Capte. MeDougsll with
about -the same number could have joined ¥aj. Hemo in that timber.

1 think Capt. Benteen could hsve do:e tt.. I don't thick Capte MeDougall
could.

State why in either case.

In either cage they would have had to chabge to get thers and Capt. lhnunn

having the pack-trein could not have charged.

State if Capt, MeDougall did not bave the greater pert of the ammunition
of the command. .

He had 24,000 rounde besides what his men carried on pack mules.
How many peck mules did he have in his trein sltogethers

1 think there were 140,

Vould mot the effect of Uspte Benteen's colume joining Maj. Reno in the
timber been such that 1t would ronder it more precticable for Capte

MeDougsll to get in.

No sir, I think not. 48 scon as they got into Mej. Reno the Indians would
heve ¢losed in around him egaine

Could mot Cepte MeDougall with his commend have kept along the bluff on
the right bsnk of the river along on a high eleveted position.

Yer sir but I don't think he cauld heve got down the bdluff.

¥hy not.

I think 20 Indiens could heve kept him back or else have got hhpgokmhu.
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State whether or not 1t wes known by ¥aj. Reno's cammend that Capte

Benteen was 1n the reer from the
the direction taken, movement made before in the morming and

1 don't know whether 1t was or not,

Did you have any impression sbaut it. Ywu
off with & part of the commsnds knew thet Capt. Benteen went

I 414 not know 411 he $old us thet he had gone off. I left the command
20 miles from the ridge. gl o g

You did not knmow but that Capt. Benteen was with Ceneral Custers
1 416 not kvow where he was, I knew he was not with Hej, Reno.

D4d you mot hear remark by the men end officers where Capte Benteen's
comzand was. .

Ho sir I did not hear a ward sbout them t1l1 I sew them come up.

State whether or not Maj. Heno remsined in the timber till all hope hed
vanished and state why,

I think all hope of support fros Genersl Custer had vaunished,

Support from shat dir-otion?

¥raa the rear for the reason thet he could not have besn very fer behind.
Haje. Renoc and we could look up the =tresm two miles and if he wes going
to support him from thet direction he hsd planty of time to do it.

That beinz the case stute whothar you believe iaj. fono's comand left the

timbar beesuse Yenl., Custer's command had not coms %o support him
whether it left for any other cause and state whet, ;

1 don't koow why it left thers.
What was the opinion of the officers in regard to leaving the timber. .

¥y omn private opinion st the time and my subsequant opinion wsee thet if
we stayed there muoh longer we would be shut in 80 that =e could not get

oud.
How much longer.
Sey 20 minutes.

In 20 minutes sfter the commani left there how meny Indisns were in the
vioinity of Naj. Feno's command. Sey within rifle range or within ome

thousand yards.

As soon as Mal. Heno's commend got to the top of the hill or shortly after
most of the Indisnms loft snd went down stream. fhen Capt. Benteen ceme
up there were 100 or 150 Indiens in the bottom still.

¥hat wer: they doing?
Taking eare of their Jead and wounded there.

Could you distinguish whether they were warriors or squawa’
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They wer: on ponies and I presums they were warriors.

Don't you know squawe ride ponies as well s warriors.

I have seen them ride ponies.

“ould you distinguish whether they were werriore or old men end women.
I oould not distinguish. It was too fer.

“tate vhot the orcers he gave thors in the timber or the movement Hself

there indiected to your mind - whether coolness, coursge and judgment on

the pert of the officer ordering the movement or overpowering necessity
or the reverse. Otate what the movement indicated.

My impression wss that Ma i, Hemo thought we should bdbe shut up in there amd
the best way %0 zet out of there was to change.

How 414 the whole thing impress you at the $ime,

If he was going to get out of thn I thought that the best way to do
it and I still think so.

How 418 the metter impress you st the time leaving the "if* out.

I thick and thought so at the time that it waa the best way %o got ot
of there the best tacticel movement to get aut of the bottom,

You mesn 1f you were going to get out of the hottom that was the beat way
to get out?

Yoo sir,

I wmant %o get »t how the movement in getting out of the timber struck you.
1 4id not strike me as sbsolutely necesssry st the time.

#4th 1000 Indisns sround thet commend ot the time of leaving end goim %0
ti» 241l snd not knowing whather it would get sny essistance or not, which
would you heve considered the most dsmger us 30 stay there or go o
where the thousand Indions could ride you down.

We could see the bluffs very plainly and thet was & better position than
the ohe ws were in.

But if the eﬁmﬁ hat been pursued and sttacked by thet 1000 Indians
what would neturelly have been the result.

They would sll heve been killed if they kept it up long enough.

If 1000 Indisns hed followed that calumn and elosed up upon it how lom
would 1t heve lastad under the circumstances.

1 don’t thi k it would have lasted ten minutes.

How long do you thimk 1! would have lasted it the timber 20 minutes h
that your belief?

Yos sir.
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ctete fram what you eaw of the Indten village on the 25
. or 86 of June
or after, whet you estimate the mumber of lodges it sontained end whst

base your asstimate. fully the evidence upon which you

T was with the bettalion thet burned the tepee poles after the fights I
eaunted 40 lodges st a place whore I stood, and estimated the sres of
that and from that I estimeted the whole of the village., I oatimsie Shat
there were 1500 lodges snd 500 wickiups making & fighting foree of 4000
men and thet is & very low estimate.

Uid you teke into consideration im that caleulstion the entire area of
the village. 3

Tos eir 1 414, but of course 1t is a very rough estimate.
inat 40 you consider its reliability,

I consider taking all the circumstsness together that I s=m not very
much out of the way.

How much nay you be out of the way in your estimates

I may be out but 1 don't think there could be under 4000 fighting uwen.

I masn in the pumber of lodges how much msy you bebut of the wap,

I have no iden.

“ay you be 500 lodges out of the way?

Yes sir, I may be but I don*t think so.

In your ovinion from what you have seen of Indian villages, stete whether
or not the ple ces where lodges heve been is any correet indication of the
pumber of lodges in the village.

Kot if there been csmpad there sny length of time beocsuse they move their
lodges very frequently.

State from what you kuow of Indiens if the tendency is to over or under-
sstimate the number of lodges in & village.

1 don't know snything sbout that.

Esd you hsd experience with Indians befora that.
No sir.

Had you seen large villages before that?

Yos sir, but 1 had no experience with them st all.

State From the movements of Indians in betile thet you hewe seen whether
& reascnably correet estimats of the warriors ean be made in that way.

It ie very 4if icult to estivste them while in setion beceuse they ride
around so mueh they are never still but constently going.

Did you aee the village soving sway, if =0 when and whet wes its length
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and width end how far was it avey from you.

I sawi the village moving out on the evening of the 26th stout two o three
miles away ns the pony herd and whols villuge moved away it was a dark
moving wes. I know I estimated ot the time thet there wers twesty or
twenty-five ponies in the herd. The whols thing ves uoving off end I

could not distinguish whether they were on their ponies or mot. I suppose
the women and ehildren would be with the heprd.

“tate 1f you know what was the conduet of Maj. Heno on the 75 and 20th of
:‘um 1876 in regurd to coolness, coursge and efficiency as commander of
roona.

1 know of but one instance of gallantry which I saw him do, and I know of
no instences of cowardice at any time. ¥hen Capt., Benteen's commend joined
on the hill Hej. Reno turned sround mnd seid in » very inmepiriting wey to
his mem: We have agaistance now and ws will go end avemge the loss of

our comredes.

Fas thet befor: the commnd moved domn the river,

It was when Capt., Bentesn first jolned with his commend,

State 1f you know who ordered Capt. Veir to move out?

I don't know anything sbout that. He left when I was after the peck trsin,

3%ate in your opinion 1f you keow whether Maj. Feno roee egual to the
emcrgency of the circumstonces surrounding that commund snd give the fscts
upon whieh your opinion is bmsed.

1 ean only tell you from the way i1t turned out he got his commend out of
there. I think Maj. Eeno's action saved whet was laft of the regiment,

If you have anything further $0 state in answer to the Question state it.

Ag 1 snid befor. 1 ssw no evidences of cosardice, it is very hari for me
to answer the question., That was the only setion 1 was ever in of any
prominence and I don't know whother he rose equal to the emergency or note
I have not much to go upon in msking an estimste, :

State whether he did or not by his conduet end example inspire M s comuand
with zeal, confidence and coursge, snd stete fully the circumstances on
which your opinion ias based.

His eonduct was slways good., I don't know that I ssw eaything e ticularly
inspiriting sbout it exeert whnt 1 told you. He seemed to be very cool at

all times.

From the place you last saw Oenls Custer's colusn when moving and from
where you aftersards saw the bettlafield state what in your opinion sas
the point Genl. Custer had resched at the time iej. Reno's commend laft

the timber or the bottam.

1 $hink Genl. Custer must have opened his fight nesr shout the time that
¥aj. Remo left the woods - prodably a little before. ¥rom the faet that
the first desd man was found sbout half & mile from the point B,

State whet route Geml. Custer's commend took meer the village and describe
the route with referemce to Mal. Heno's position on the hill, She strean,
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the village, and what developmente
Custer and his command. you saw in regard to the fate of Genersl

1 saw what wes supposed to be General Custer's treil that west down on tie
left bank, ?htirnnﬂnmofthe!un vas a dead uam of "E* Company
probebly 300 yerds, from where the final stend was made there were 28 men

of "E" Compeny. 1 assisted in
el S St burying the men of & Compeny and remember

Dgseribe the other evidences of figlting as far ss you saw them, How it
must heve been from the nature of the ground.

1 think the Indiens wust have beem arcund them all the time the country
was rough and cut up with revines, end if they run the Indiens from one
place they could get from 75 to 200 yarde of them all around; there was
a deep coolay which run into then near 3 with cut banks, and there wes
another cooley over beyond where General Custer wes killed,

ias thers sny chence for the command to got out by charging through.

1 don't know abous that. I don't think they could for some distance back
by the looks of the country. :

Then ths first evidences you found of Genl. Custer's fight =us near the
point "B" where the first dsed body was found.

Yes sir it was,
Uid you find any other evidences of fighting between that end the point "57,

1 don't knos whether there was or not, sbout the only svidences we could
find were dead men.

fould emmunition shells indieete 117
i1 did not sse any of ours.
‘are the -odies you found mutilated or chenged in any manner.
They wore mutilated. 1 don's ixow thet they were changed. There were
evidences on the field of bodies heving been dregged off, but I think thoge
wers the bodies of deed end wounded Indiana.

uestions by kaj. Rende

You have seid you were not present st the separation of the colummns of
Major feno and Captein Benteen fram the main body.

I wms not present.

What orders had bDeen givea Captain ‘enteen with regard %o uniting with
s jor Bentean.

1 do not knows

Do you know whether iiejor Hemo hed any knowledge of ite

1 do not.
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Them in any estimate in which Captein Jemteen would figure with his column
would it not be necessary for Major Femo to know upon what duty Ceptein

gonton had been ssnt, and whetber he had been ordered $o unite with iejor

Under the circumstances it would be very fmportanmt,

Could he for=m sny estimste with regerd to his duty as commender besed on

any action of Captain Senteen'z unless he kn t
- . £ s ew what Captain Denteen was

I thisk not.

it the time Ms jor feno's comuend left the timber was Captein Senteen's
eolumn in sight?

1 444 mfn see him.

Were there any evidences of his spproach?

Not that 1 know of - I did not see him.

S¢ate whether there ie in the river between the point i end wiere ¥ajor
Reno's command crossed to the top of the hill eny plece where o column

of cavalry coming from the right side of the timber could have erossed?
1 édon't know - I never was over that ground,

What view of the couutry does & men have w»ho looks back from the timber in
the direction of the point A,

He osn ses sll the way back to the ford,

What would be about the range of view?

Zbout two milee rmn the timber back to the erossing.

You were on detsched duty, were ym?'

Yes sir,

Not comneeted with any of the companies in the timber.

¥o sir, I was on duty with the soouts but not !zt_h any conpsnye
You wore subject %o no company orders.

No, sir.

You #id whatever your own sense of duly dictated?

I wag under no orders.

How much of ¥ajor Reno's setion in the tisber did you se8?

1 sew him but once, and he was sbaut fifty yards from me then.
#het wes he doing.

He wes going from the park out on the skimish line.
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What part of the perk,
Heer the edge - toward the outside.
From what direction was he coming?

from the direction whers the horses were.

Do you know of your own knowledge of his teking company G end godng into
the timber 10 ascertain where some Indisns in there were firing?

1 do not.

Cpa you give any opinion whutever ss to the correctness of his disposition
of the forces in the timber :nd the coolness of his own behsvior.

I esn tell nothing of his own behavior as thet was the only time I saw
him, but the disposition of the troops was s very good one I thought,

Did you see ony evidences of the want of courcge or coolness among the men? -
I sew no evidencas of fear smong the men.

You speask of seeing some Indlsn lodges =nd & large cloud of dust m ised
by the Indians riding back ané forth on the plain. ‘

Yes, dr.

143 that indicete the presenmcs of a very considerable number of Indisns
thet were unsesn by the cammnd?

I don't know shether the command could see them or not, they could certainly
see the duset, I don't think they ecould see the tepees. o

“hat impression d1d thet make on your mind, did 1t not indicate that there
was a considerable body of Indians thet had not disclosed themselves. .

Yos sir. ZSverybody kmew there were lots of Indiens there.
How far was that cooley in rmt&tummu
ibout 300 yarde.

What bodybr Indisne cems from that cooley?

I tﬁnk there must have been 400 or 500.

State whet in your juldgment wonld have been the effect on the column of
¥ajor Reno 1f he had ecntinued to sdvence in the direction of the villages

I don't think he would have got a man throughe

Gtate how long the eolumn would have lasted?
Not over 5 minutes, I think.
If he dismounted his men he would have a betier chance.

I am speeking of the men mounted, had he gome 300 yarde further mounted,
I don't think he would have got & mam out.
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Does that dismounting and deploying the men in the way he 4id, ©muend
iteelf %o your judgment se a soldier. :

I think it wee the only thing that seved uses

Stete if you have eny opinfon % sive in regerd $0 the movement deeck to
the river and then to the high lands beyond - whether disorderly or not.

There is ecertainly more or less disarder sbout s esvelry o lumn moving ot
& fast gaif, but 1 don't think thet oommend vas very much demorslized when

it 2ot on t0p of the hill becsuse when I got there the men were halted in

column, they were going into line - the men were moving imto line without
any difficulty whatever,

%ould that be the case if there had been demomlizetion in the timber or
plain. ¥ould they recover themselves with that repidity.

I never saw a dexzoralized or panic stricken set of men; but I juige it
would be difficult to get them in order,

You went by Najor Reno's order for the pack train?

Yeos, sir,

4nd returned without waiting for the paeks?

Yes eir.

By whom were you sent to join Captain Veir?

By Eanjor llenoe

Ceptain Welr's company belonged $0 Ceptein Benteen's column

Yes, sir.

That column hed not been under fire?

Fo sire

State whether Mgjor Reno lest any time sfter the pack trais eeme up and
the smmnition had been replenished and the vounied men were properly
eared for in moving ~ie camend in the direction in which Genmerel Cust
and bis men were aftersards found? :

I cen's say, becsuse &s s00n 8 I gOt dack from the pack trein I went to
Captain Seir nnd shen I ceme beck I met Major Heno going down, He ecould
not have lost much time or he would not have been at the point whers I
mnst him. . -

How fer d4id the colwmn und °r e jor Hono go down the river in the direetiom
thet Ceneral Custer was found? .

I think sbout & mile. It may de & little mors. My estimste of distances
mey bs vary insceurste.

To whom d14 you comsunicate what Captain Veir's compeny wee doing?

To Major Reuoe
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:::t:nmn did you ftu Hajor Reno, 1f anmy, for Captein Weir's cessing

when 1 returned I told ¥ajor femo rols
; W 4 v Ongts Jor vhat Captain Weir had ssid $o @ end I

in Weir coming - joining the columm.

That was the mnc;n of Captsin Welr's ¢
of Genaral Custer's battlefield, easing hie movement in the direction

The whole country in front of him was covered with Indisns.

Were the Indlams in such nusbers as to rend t
any further sdvence, . - SN Mpaes for M % f"ﬂﬂ

There were probably 1500 Indisns in sight at the least caleulstion.

“as the cheracter of the country favoredle or mot for the conceslmsnt of &
larger nusmbar of Indiens?

Yes, sir -« very favorsbls,

1
3 -

Fith regard to selecting & plsce where the column should make & final stand,

state whether % is not custommry for an officer second in command to
consult with the commending officer in regard to questions of that kind?

I don's know, I think that depends & good desl on the commendi g offécer
himselfs .

Would it b%e any evidence of commrdice or indeeision for Hnjoz; Heno %0
have coneulted Captain Benteen, or to have received suggestions from
Cepte in Senteen in regard to the selection of & place to meke a stand?

I $hink not.

And the selection of the plsce was sceording to the beet judgment of the
commend ing officer snd the second officer in command.

A11 1 heard sbout 1% was this conversetion before the position waz tasen.

I wigh you to speak now with reference to the ¢'aracter of the river at
the point B, and stete whether thers wee an opportunity for a command to
get from the right benk of the river to the left. -tate shether the danks
were such as to make a good erossing.

it was eesily forded, The entire commani pessed down t0 water there.

The approsch of Major leno wes slmost directly on the printed line on the
FRPe

Yea, sir. "o went there on the morming of the 28th.

State what wes the condition of the banks on the other side. Did they
present any obstatles to & ford? :

Very 1ittle, On the right bepk 1t was a grevelly botwom. On the left benk
i1t wae a little doggy but mot =0 much se to prevent it being e good '
croasing,
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State if there were any evidences indie=ting to your mind thet any engage

ment had tsken place ot the point 3 or betueen point
where Ma jor Reno mede his stend. — e

Hone,.

Otate whether the point 2 did rot afford as
. oy £00d & place for fording that

Just ebout as good,

How far fram the point 5 were the firet desd bodies found.
I think sbout half a mils or & 1ittls lese.

\

"hat evidence did the position of the dead men present to your mind of @
prolonged struggles. . ;

I don't know anything kbout that. 1 can't say smything in particuler sbamt
the appearances.

Gtate whether you found any men in skirmish line except those sbaut Captein
Calhoun,.

I 416 pot see his compeny. Lieut. Omith's wes the only one I saw and 28
of his men wers in & cooley.

Did the position of those men indicate a prolonged resistance.

It indicated skirmish order. They were sbout at skirmieh intervals,

Ag far as you know the positicn of the men and the echarscter of the country
where they wers found can you give any judgment whatever with regard to

the probable length of the struggle those men under Gemersl Custer made
agninst the Indiana,

1 don't think it lasted at the outside over three guarters of an hour,

Utate in regard to Major Heno's conduct on the hill, 0id you see any
indications vhatever of cowardice?

1 did not,

State whether in your opinion he was wanting in any particulsr in the
proper disposition end control of his comesnd?

1 think mlmm was under good control and the forees well disposed -
the best thet could de made under the circunstances.

%ere not his duties st each part of the comasnd such that a general view
could not be obtainmed of the conduct of the Commanding officers st sll
parts of the command,

Yes sir. You could not see him from all perta of the command.

Might not the commending offie-r be fully dlseharging his duties without
being seen by all the officers in that engsgement,

They could zot sll have seen him at the saze time.
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ﬁu have been asked a question as to the effect upon the

cammand when re-
tiring from the timder if & thousend Indians had olosed up on it. Fas
not the number of Indians conatently incressing.

I don't know ebout thet. I hardly think they were.

#as 10t one Of the purposes of retiring from the timber to mnli'o
pravent those Indieme from cloeing on the command.

1 suprose it was,

You sald you belleved that some of the men had fired secording to your
Judgaent about forty rounde. o you think that the aversge number fired.

Yos sir.

State whether the pack train was on the laft or right hand side of the
river.

It wes on the right hand,

Do you know whether 1% was undarstood or supposed that it waullé join ¥a jar
Reno's comuand?

1 do not know.

Then there would be & third element in the question that is whether the
cammand could make a combination with the psek trein?

Yes sir.

The Indians did not leave until after ke jor Hemo had retired from the
tisber?

Ho sir.
How long was ¥ jor lemo in the timver?
Setween 30 and 40 minutes.

“het period of time elapsed between the crossing st 4 and reaching the
timber, :

Lbout 16 or 15 minutes more.
inat waa the total then?
It would be betwee: 40 ani 55 mimutes.

Then shatever diversion Mejor Heno mede sgainst the Indiems occupled 45
and 50 minutes?

iAbout that time.

If at the time the linse was deploying in skirmich form, o column had been
paszing at the poimt 2, would it not have had more than time to have
mcunhrmwwm'-n-nﬂhﬁthm ;

I think it would have plenty of time to get there.
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If = column wis ot the pofnt 2 whem Major Remo deployed his skirmish line

and the colum wes woving torerds B would 1t not hove reached thet voint mmeh
socner than the Indiems on the laft dank im the neighborhood of ¢ could have i
get thare after Najor Remo retired from the timber?

Thet would depend on a good many eircumstonces.

How much start would a eolwmn have, being ot that point when the line was deing
dsployed, ia reaching the point B over the Indisms whe 442 not lesve C wmtil
¥ajor Hemo retired from the timder?

The column would have the 50 minutes that we wore in the tisber.

het order, if mny, 414 you hew Major Remo give in the timder?

I 414 not hear him give smys -

714 you mot Fesr hinm give any in relstion to the deploymenmt of the skimmish ldme.
xmnwmm.mmummi. I wes by mveelf, ‘

what orders, if sny, 414 you hear Major Rero give on the hill other than you
have already stated, I

Yes, I said yesterdoy I 414 not hesr Major HZemo give sny erders vhen the line
wae being deployed. I em mistakemn, I have refreshed »y memory and I 4id hear
hin give ordors sbout deploying it =hen being rallied on the hill,

Eow goon was that after cressing the river? - |

It was just as I got on the top of the hill.
Hwas 1t fmmedistely after the retreat from the timber?
Yes sire - |

You heard Hajor Hemo giving orders for the dlsposition of the troops in prover
military form®
Yes sir, I heard him give orders about the disposition of the men in skirmish |
order. ‘
Dldmmltnohhjwmmrui&nmwﬂ firing in the
of Geperal Custer's battle field?
Ho sire

Questions by the Recorders ;
You state thet the Indians were in front of Vejor Hemo's colum in & cooley

and when the command halted they csms pouring out of the cvoley. Could Najor
feno see there wore Indiems in that cooley whem he halted? |

Ioah'.Imltnﬂm:&-w}xmInshumw;n!ﬂu...
he was.

D44 he halt before tho Indlsns emme out of the ecoley?
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G, Otate if you know why he halted the commmnd then snd there if he 414 mot
know there was that boiy of Indiems in front? o

i, I don't know,

¢, State whether it is expected of an officer in cammsnd of s column o rdered

to cherge the Indiens that he will know all sbout th particular features
of the ground he will heve to go over? , : "

L. Not nscessarily,.

Ge On the contrary has he not got %o make the charge to fim ot what is there.
he Thet would be the way I would do it.

Cs U0 you know whether Cemersl Custer's trail came nesr to Major Rno'i
position on the hill, g

4 I think 1t must have coms yretty elose %o it,
G« ¥hy so.

A, Thut was the dDest way o move dowm lil.at divide and 17 he was seén on the
hill as I have heard, he must heve psased close by that place.

C. Could not the commani have been essen $through a notch in the bluffs at &
point further down than that,

Ae I don't know, I don't think it coulds I think the ridge next the river
: iz higher than the ground baek of it some distence.

G« Howmas it farther beok up the river?
A, 1 think they could have been seen. I = not certainm.

G, D48 you see sny evidence of Cemeral Custer's trail coming mear s jor
Reno's position on the hill?

L¢ 1 414 nots

%« Wou state the ford B i1s as precticable as the ford ij which is nearast
the hostile villace B or A7

Ae 5 is right st the villege = right ecross in the bend.

Qs In regerd to the sevarity of the fighting on Uenersl Custer's bettlefield
did you see eny evidences thet thore was hard fizhting there or the

eontrary.

5. 1 think there 'ust heve been very hard fighting espeelslly where Genersl
Custer fell.

Qs You think there was & hard struggle? ‘
A. Undoubtedly there was a very hard struggle. I found a few shells,

701. .1. p.m - il -
3uu



A

Co

:
|.
: Ae
|

Ae

Ce

Ao

| e

| A,

ha

Qe

Ao

L

As

Po you or not know 1% was the hebit of the Indians to pick up those shells?
Yeo oir 1t is.

You heve been ssked in roference to e colum being sem et the point 2 at
the time e jor lemo was deploying his men as skimsishers. Hed General
Custer sesn Najor Heno deploying his colusmn at that plsce would he have

had ressom t0 believe or to suppose thet Major R treat from
thers in 30 or 40 minutes, .

g:dmu vory easily see thet thore were five times as meny Indisns ae we
mele 3

Could he see into the timber and into the eooley beyond.

If he sev them after the line was deployed he saw the Indisns come out of
the cooley.

if he sav that commend in the met of deploying would it be any indication
in Generul Custer's mind of the nusber of Indians in front of them.

Imnediately sfter Msjor Feno dismounted, those Indisns come out of the
cooley and if he had beon there he could have seen them come oute

iven if that wes the case would he have any resson 0 believe that Major
Feno would retrest from that position in 30 minutes knowing thot he hed
100 rounds of mwmnition per man?

1 don't knov about that,

f¢ate whether or not Geansrel Custer ss commending officer would have pre-
sumed that .ajor Heno would obey his order unless opposed by s greatly
superior force and then if he could not obay the order that he wauld re-
main in that position in the timber,

If he gave an order as comsanding officer I suppose he, as all other
commanding officers, would maturally suppose it would be obeyed if possible.

The command havinz got into that position ‘sould he not expeet it to remain
thare s long as !t possidly eould?

He would naturelly think they would etay there if they coulds

1f Major Reno with 100 men co 1¢ gat eway from 1000 Indiems erose & river
and elimb s hill, could not Gemerel Custer with his comuand by leaving his
dead and wounded, fly the field?

.1 think he could,

Questions by Malor Jeno.

When you tpen'at the struggle on the pank of the river do you mesn thet i ¢
wag 8 prolonsed one. :

Wo sir I think nots ‘
Uges the point 2 afford a view of the Indisn encampment below on the plain,

No sir, 1 dom't think it does.

U imes t:is point & little lowar downe

i S dul
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You can see & paft of it from thers. I can't tell amything abat this
point 2 from the map. There is a point some distamece bhelow where Major
Reno mede his stand from which you cen see the upper end of the village.

If Ms jor leno was %0 be supported fras the lower side would the ford B
be the proper place to do it.

You would have %0 go through the villege to him end I think thet would be
a poor place.

“as there any ovidence of sny more determined stand at B then there was
on the part of Major Feno at the point O,

About the onl  evidences are decd horses and men and I 314 not see any &t
the point 3,

Ques tions by the Court.
D4d you eross the river at B,
I aiq, -pcrmlh. The command did not.
The witness then retired.

Then at 2 o'clock pems the court adjourned to mset sgaipht 11 o'elock

.M, $0mOrrow, “ednesdsy, Jamusry "9the

- approved.

154k DAY,
Chicego, Illinois
tednesdey, Januery 26,1879
11 o'clock a.m.
The Court met pursuent %o ad Journment.
Present
Col.Joln H. King, 9th Infantry
Col. Tesley Marritt, S5th Cavalry
Lt. Col. ¥, B, m’ﬂn' “a c.‘.l"
Recoxrder
1=t Lieut Jesse i, Lee, Adjt., Oth Inf.
&je&_m and his counsel wore also p:uint. ‘

The procesdinge of the last session e far as written sore read and

.

Lieut. Charles De Fuiie, 7%h Cavalry, o witness eslled by the Recorder

and being first duly sworn %o testify the truth the whols truth end mothing

butthe truth, testified as follows:

m.l.’o“



Lisut. rdvw, Maguire
Lieut, 0. D. ¥allace 2
F. F. Girerd )
X Lieuts C. A. Varmum <
Dr. He R. Porter £
Capte ¥. Loylan ¢
George Herendeen 7
capt. J. 5, Fayme %
Lieut, L. R, Hare 7
@eorge Herendeen - Reenlled ~
Ideut. L. R. Fare - resuned ©
Lisut. Chas. DeRudio /°

sergt. Edward Davern (I
St Sinte Dt ~ pisaissa i
Sergt. Kdward Davern - resumed O
Sergt. 7. 2. Culbertson / A

- lieut. Ches. UeRudio - reeslled ©
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Sergt. F. . Culbertson - resumed 0
frumpeter John Martin ‘>
Sergt. %dw. Davern - recallod

* Capte F. ¥, Bentesn Y
Iieut. v. 5. Rdgerly ;(

<Capte ¥, ¥, Denteen - recalled
Lisut. ¥. S. Edgerly - rmu;a

2

M" s.m.mm
« Capte F. 7. Somteen - recalled
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“ Capte. ¥. ¥. Bemteen - recalled 923 o409
Capt. E. G. Mathey 925 sy
Capt. T. M. MeDougall 963 207
Lieut. G. D. Wallace - recalled 997 So1
Lieut-Col. M. V. Sheridan w013 DY
Capts B. G. Mathey - recelled | 1024 03
Capt. T. M. MeDougall - recalled | 1029 DU
Colonel John Gibbon 1031 567

X Major M. A. Remo 145  O¥R

» Major Reno's written defense 1101 m

¥ Recorder Lee's written reply 1163 &5
Finding of the Court 1209 04y
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